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1. MAIN FEATURES OF THE EXAM

This text presents the specifications of the KPG exam in English for the A1 (elementary knowledge) level certificate or the A2 (basic knowledge) level certificate. It also provides, as an Annex, a sample test which is in fact an integrated A1 & A2 level test.

The formal features of the A level exam are not new as they are similar to those of the B1, B2 and C1 level exams. Nevertheless, they are listed below along with the new features characterizing this exam. 

1. The KPG is designed primarily for people living, studying and/or working in Greece and using Greek as the language of communication. On the basis of this feature, KPG test designers take into account the candidates’ general knowledge and experiences, viewing them as members of the local but also of the European and the international community. Moreover, the KPG examination battery conforms to the principles of testing, considering local and international research findings, as well as the principles of the Common European Framework for Languages of the Council of Europe. Thus, it is viewed as a glocal rather than a local or global examination system. 

2. The primary objective of the KPG at the B1, B2 and C1 levels is to respond to candidates’ social needs, by granting them certification which can be of use for occupational purposes. Certification at levels A1 and A2 aims mainly to assess knowledge and skills developed by candidates in the course of their language training within or outside the state educational system. It should be noted that, for these levels, tests are presently designed for youngsters aged 10-15 years of age and they are thus loosely linked to the national school curriculum for English, the English Across the Curriculum for Compulsory Education. Older candidates will have an opportunity at a later stage to take part in an adult A level KPG exam.

3. The KPG exam aims at assessing how well candidates use the language to understand oral and written texts or to produce socially meaningful messages. It does not aim at assessing their knowledge about the foreign language, about grammar and vocabulary. Therefore, grammatical terminology has deliberately been avoided by test designers.

4. The Α level exam does not include mediation activities at the level of production which ask the candidate to relay information from a source text in Greek to a target text in English. It contains mediation activities at the level of comprehension. Moreover, Greek is used in task rubrics in order to help candidates understand what they are expected to do.

5. The KPG exam battery views all languages as equal and designs the exams in all of its languages on the basis of common specifications. In this way, on a ‘political’ level, it responds to the European goal concerning the promotion of linguistic diversity and respect of all the official languages of EU. On a practical level, it also serves another European objective, which has acted as the springboard for the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR): namely, the clear and tangible possibility to compare the level of proficiency in the foreign languages which are being certified. This goal cannot easily be achieved by systems that assess proficiency in one language only – language exams which focus on the language rather than the language user, as does the KPG examination battery. 
2. TESTS AND WHAT THEY AIM TO ASSESS 

As all other level exams, the A level exam consists of 4 modules or tests. Each module aims at assessing specific communicative uses of language through the following activities:

Module 1: Reading comprehension

Module 2: Writing

Module 3: Listening comprehension

Module 4: Speaking

Module 1 of the A level exam aims at assessing candidates’ (a) ability to understand written and multimodal texts, and (b) language awareness with regard to lexical and grammatical elements as used in utterances and brief texts. 

Module 2 aims to assess the candidates’ ability to produce messages and short texts in writing, given instructions and cues. Writing at this level is very controlled. 

Module 3 aims to assess candidates’ ability to understand spoken language which is linguistically simple and concise. The messages candidates are asked to listen to are on predictable, everyday topics, and they are all studio-recorded so that speech is slow and clear –with no background noise interfering. As with B1 level exams, candidates have the opportunity to listen to the recording at least twice before responding to the questions. 

Module 4 aims to assess candidates’ ability to deliver a message orally and specifically, (a) to respond to personal questions, (b) to describe or talk about something that s/he sees a picture of and (c) to exchange information regarding an event or a situation.

3. COMMUNICATIVE ACTIVITIES 

3.1 
A1 level communicative activities
The A1 level candidate, according to the Common European Framework of Languages, the CEFR, has a limited command of basic grammatical structures and sentence patterns, and a limited vocabulary. On the basis of this knowledge, s/he is expected to be able to understand and to use everyday language familiar to him/her to satisfy his/her basic communicative needs. S/he can introduce him/herself and others, ask and answer questions about personal details, such as where s/he lives, people s/he knows or things s/he owns. Finally, s/he is expected to be able to interact in a simple way provided that his/her interlocutor talks slowly and clearly and is prepared to help.

3.1.1 Reading comprehension 

 A1 level candidates must be in a position to understand the overall meaning of a very simple text as well as specific details expressed in simple words and grammatical structures; e.g., texts concerning personal details, familiar everyday practices, common social situations and needs. More specifically, they are expected to be able to:

01. 
Recognise familiar names, words, time expressions and simple sentences (e.g. on posters, postcards, simple announcements, brief descriptions, notes) in common everyday situations, reading a single phrase at a time, and rereading them when necessary

02. 
Follow brief and straightforward instructions (e.g. on how to make something) or simple directions (e.g. on how to get from point X to point Y, on foot or by public means of transport, etc.)

03. 
Understand the basic content of simple informative and/or descriptive uni- or multimodal texts.
04. 
Understand specific information in a simple text (containing simple grammatical structures, sentence patterns and limited vocabulary on everyday topics)

05. 
Understand the most common ‘international’ words/phrases such as email, service, fax, i-pod, TV, etc.

06. 
Recognise common signs, such as “No smoking”, or “Keep off the grass” (and their context of use) or expressions, such as “Pleased to meet you” or “Sorry, next time” etc. (and their context of use)
07. 
Guess the meaning of unknown words and phrases on the basis of (mainly) their linguistic context

08. 
Classify information provided in one or more written text/s

09. 
Locate and use information contained in lists or other short texts.

3.1.2. Writing 

Candidates must be able to produce a written message using simple expressions, structures and vocabulary. They are expected to be able to:

10.  
Write a short text about their daily plans, basic needs, experiences and intentions, as well as about those of people in their immediate environment

11. 
Refer to themselves, familiar or unknown people, real or imaginary ones

12. 
Give simple information about themselves (e.g. where they live, what they do, etc.) or even specific details (e.g. on a form related to shopping or on an application form) or about their family, friends and acquaintances (e.g. name, age and date of birth, name-day etc., nationality, address and so on)

13. 
Answer questions on a questionnaire, quiz or crossword puzzle or complete a leaflet, instructions, a user manual, etc.

14. 
Request simple personal information from others, such as the kinds of information described above, by means of a message, note, letter, etc.

15.  
Produce an elementary short narrative, linking words and phrases by means of simple linking words such  as and, but, or , then

16.  
Produce a written text making appropriate use of information from various sources.

3.1.3. Listening comprehension

Candidates should be able to listen carefully to a message, an exchange, an announcement, etc., and understand what it is about, its main idea and/or specific information therein. The audio texts they listen to are simple in structure, they contain high frequency vocabulary and common, everyday expressions. The information in the audio text is about everyday and familiar events that take place inside or outside the home and the school. The speech produced is slow and clearly articulated and there are long pauses so that it is easier to understand. More specifically, candidates are expected to be in a position to:

17.  
Understand common, standard expressions used in personal exchanges

18. 
Understand information, plainly formulated, concerning personal and family matters, or their immediate environment

19.
Understand what a text is all about, what the main idea is, what the gist of the text such as an announcement, a face-to-face exchange between friends, a telephone message, a very simple story, etc. is all about
20. 
Recognise international expressions used in everyday communication
21. 
Identify difficult names or addresses when they are spelled out

22.   Understand the function of a statement and, for example, identify it as an apology, an order, a request, etc., on the basis of intonation and other linguistic markers

23. 
Transform elements from the phonemic to the graphemic system (listen and write it down correctly, e.g., when dictating a message)

24.  
Classify pieces of information (or words) contained in one or more oral texts.
3.1.4 Oral production 

Candidates are expected to be in a position to demonstrate that they are able to use common, familiar everyday expressions so as to meet specific practical needs, exchanging information with others, when they speak slowly, clearly and are prepared to help by repeating, simplifying or reformulating information. In other words, candidates must be able to ask and answer simple and clearly formulated questions that do not contain idiomatic language. More specifically, they must be in a position to:

25. 
Answer simple questions concerning familiar topics (e.g. people they know), personal details (e.g. where they live, what surrounds them), or routine issues (e.g. places they go to, what they buy at the supermarket, etc.)

26.  
Express a sequence of events (or actions) by placing them in some sort of order (e.g. temporal) or connect phrases using simple conjunctions (e.g. “and”, “but”)

27.  
Handle numbers, quantities, qualities of things, simple directions and the concept of time (e.g. what I am going to do next week or at 3:00 o’clock, what I did last Friday, etc.)

28. 
Describe a person, an object or a place using simple lexico-grammatical structures

29. 
Respond to simple statements and familiar topics related to everyday events in the immediate environment
30.  Use simple everyday polite forms of greeting, leave-taking, introducing oneself, saying “please”, “thank you”, “I’m sorry”, etc.

31. 
Make simple comparisons between persons, objects and daily activities

32. 
Respond to simple texts of instructions, descriptions or other types of information using elementary language, and ask for clarifications using simple phrases.

3.2  
A2 level communicative activities
The A2 level candidate, according to CEFR, has limited command of basic grammatical structures and limited vocabulary, but is expected to be able to (a) comprehend and to use everyday expressions familiar to him/her and very basic phrases aiming to meet specific needs, (b) introduce him/herself and others and ask and answer questions concerning personal details, such as where s/he lives, persons s/he knows and things s/he owns. S/he can converse in a simple manner provided that his/her interlocutor speaks slowly and clearly and is prepared to help. 

3.2.1 Reading comprehension

A2 level candidates must be in a position to understand the gist of a text and its main points, as well as specific information contained therein. The texts they are asked to read are of course simple and short, containing everyday language and high frequency vocabulary. They are texts about everyday needs, about entertainment, the whereabouts of things and people, etc. They are very simple and short personal notes and letters, small ads, timetables, simple e-mail messages, post cards, common traffic signs,  regulations (e.g., safety regulations), leaflets with instructions, signs and notices in public places (e.g. in department stores, restaurants, railway stations, workplaces, in the street, etc.). More specifically, candidates are expected to be able to:

01. 
Identify what kind of a text it is and what is its context; where it is likely to appear, who the writer is and who the readers are, as well as what its purpose is
02. 
Understand the overall meaning of a text on a specific topic, concerning everyday activities or describing plain facts, feelings and wishes
03. 
Locate specific information in the text
04. 
Understand directions (about how to get from one place to another) and instructions (for example, in user manuals for various commonly used household appliances)
05. 
Understand texts which contain common international terms and expressions
06. 
Understand the general and specific information in texts accompanied by or contained in simple graphs, diagrams, etc.
07. 
Understand the social meanings of utterances in a text and information indirectly stated (e.g., how the writer feels about something, whether s/he likes or dislikes the person, situation discussed). 
3.2.2. Writing 

Candidates are expected to be able to express in writing –through the use of simple structures and vocabulary– their views on personal, family, social issues, routine topics, etc., to state their own everyday needs, experiences, intentions, plans, as well as those of people of their immediate environment. They should be able to produce coherent texts containing relative clauses and phrases, indicating that they are able to use the basic tense system. More specifically, they are expected to:

08. 
Produce short, simple texts (e.g. a note to a friend, a postcard, an email message, a chart, a questionnaire, etc.), giving and/or asking for information on everyday events
09.  
Write their impressions, plans, goals, emotions, problems and familiar topics related to their immediate surroundings in general (e.g. an experience at school or at home)

10. 
Write/ list the main points of an event they experienced, a book they read, a film, they watched, etc.
11. 
Express in writing their opinion on familiar issues and justify it in very simple terms (e.g., Oranges are good for you because they have a lot of vitamin C)
12. 
Talk about themselves in interpersonal types of communicative texts (about their family, their experiences, their friends, their likes and dislikes, etc.)
13.  
Suggest solutions to simple problems
14.  
Write a real or an imaginary person’s bionote
15.  
Narrate a story, tale, etc.
16.  
Describe places, objects, people, etc.
17. 
Fill in a form or make a questionnaire.

3.2.3. Listening comprehension

Candidates must be in a position to understand the main idea and the secondary points of short messages or dialogues on topics related to common, familiar and predictable (family, social or educational) issues, provided that the texts are articulated slowly and clearly. More specifically, the candidates are expected to be able to: 
18. 
Understand messages concerning personal and family issues, with topics related to their immediate environment, their hobbies, shopping, local geography, etc.

19. 
Understand the gist and main points of straightforward, simple telephone messages, advertisements or announcements related to everyday matters

20.  
Understand simple instructions for constructing objects, or directions (e.g. how one can get from point X to point Y)

21. 
Locate and understand pieces of information of speech recorded ‘live’, as long as it is clearly and slowly articulated, has no background noise, and it refers to issues related to everyday activities (e.g. education, leisure time, daily shopping, etc.)

22. 
Understand the main idea and the main points of brief excerpts from television or radio programmes concerning current affairs (e.g. events/ news items), provided that the language is simple and clear

23.  
Understand formulaic expressions, international terms and very simple technical information, such as operating instructions for commonly used household appliances

24.  
Comprehend information indirectly conveyed—such as the feelings of the speaker, with reference to paralinguistic features including pronunciation, stress and intonation

25.  
Understand descriptions of past, present and future events.
3.2.4. Oral production
Candidates must demonstrate that they are in a position to use the target language in everyday situations to seek and provide basic information. They should be able to use simple structures and vocabulary, basic cohesion devices and their pronunciation/ stress should be intelligible. They should be able to describe someone or something, introduce themselves and others, talk about living conditions, daily habits, and likes/dislikes (e.g. of their family, of people in their immediate environment) about personal and family issues, hobbies, shopping, educational background, etc.) More specifically, they must be able to:

26. 
Ask and answer questions related to common aspects of everyday life, such as travelling, food, shopping, entertainment, means of transport, television programs, school, etc., or to convey and retrieve information pertaining to quantities, figures, prices, etc.), and to exchange ideas and information concerning familiar issues in predictable everyday situations

 27.  
Describe (or list) places, events (personal or not), incidents, daily habits, emotions (likes/ dislikes), experiences or impressions 

28. 
Provide simple ‘for and against’ arguments on a familiar issue

29.  
List the main points of a topic which they have seen, heard, or read about

30. 
Speak about their personal future plans or planned actions

31. 
Express an opinion or attitude in simple terms or make simple comparisons

32. 
Address (or respond to) invitations, suggestions, apologies, etc.

33. 
Ask for clarifications or for help

34. 
Express a sequence of events using simple language structures using expressions like at first, then, later, finally and conjunctions like and, but or because
35.
Repeat something in a proper manner (showing that they understand how one speaks in which situations), to act out a dialogue or a role appropriately

36. 
Participate in an exchange assuming the role of speaker or listener, taking and giving the floor smoothly. 

4.  Exam format
4.1  Distribution of items, marks, and allocated time 

	MODULE 1

	ITEMS
	Type of item


	Choice


	Completion



	
	Number of items
	40
	10

	MARKING
	Weighting 

 Marks
	1

40
	1

10

	TOTAL
	 50 items >                     50 marks

	TIME
	 Test duration
	65 mins

	MODULE 2

	MARKS
	60

	TEXT LENGTH
	140-180 words

	TIME ALLOCATED
	40 mins

	MODULE 3

	ITEMS
	Type of item

Number of items
	Choice

10
	Completion

10

	MARKING           
	Weighting 

Marks
	2

20
	3

30

	TOTAL
	
	20 items >   50 marks

	TIME
	Test duration
	15-20 mins
	

	MODULE 4

	MARKS
	40

	TIME (per pair of candidates)
	15-20 mins


4.2  Regulations governing the calculation of results 
The highest possible mark a candidate can get for the whole A1 & A2 exam is 200 points; 100 for A1 level items and 100 for A2 level items.

For the calculation of the results the thresholds shown in the table below will be taken into account; this table results from the implementation of article 8 of Law/ Ministerial Decree 60043/ ΚΒ (ΦΕΚ 821 Β’/June 24/2003) which stresses that “A successful candidate is the one who has secured at least 60% of the highest possible grade, provided that s/he has secured at least 30% of the highest possible mark for each test of the exam. Wherever in the calculation of the percentage we come up with a decimal number with a decimal part equal to or greater than half a point, the grade is rounded off to the next higher mark”. This is true for all Modules except Module 4. The mark in Module 4 counts toward the overall grade but the minimum of 30% is not required for this part of the exam.
	
	Module 1     


	Module 2
	Module 3
	Module 4
	Granting

of A1

certification

(60% of

100)
	Granting

of A2

certification

(60% of

200)

	
	A1

(30% of

25)
	A2

(30% of

50)
	A1

(30% of

30)
	A2

(30% of

60)
	A1

(30% of

25)
	A2 (30% of

50)
	A1

(30% of

20)
	A2

(30% of

40)
	
	

	Minimum

grade required


	8
	15
	9
	18
	8
	15
	6
	12
	60
	120


Thus, what needs to be initially checked (for all candidates) is whether their mark for any module of the exam is lower than: 

First module: 

8 marks

Second module: 
9 marks

Third module: 

8 marks

Fourth module: 
----------
If this is not the case, candidates fail the exam. These thresholds represent 30% of the highest possible grade for each module, on the basis of the A1 level items, which can secure up to 100 points in total.
Candidates who achieve an overall grade (i.e. from all modules) lower than 60 (i.e. 1-59) do not get a certificate.
Candidates who achieve an overall grade ranging from 60 to 100 points are granted an A1 certificate.
Candidates who achieve an overall grade ranging from 101 to 119 points (who would be considered to have failed at the A2 level) are also granted an A1 certificate.
Candidates who achieve an overall grade ranging from 120 to 200 points are granted an A2 level certificate, provided that they have achieved grades equal to or higher than: 

First module: 

15 marks

Second module: 
18 marks

Third module: 

15 marks

Fourth module: 
 -----------
Consequently, checking whether the candidates have achieved at least 30% of the highest possible grade per module will be carried during two phases: once in the beginning, for all candidates, and a second time after adding up the marks for each module, only for candidates who have achieved an overall grade of 120 or more marks.

4.3 Size of texts
In modules 1 and 3, candidates are asked to demonstrate that they have comprehended written and audio texts respectively. In this case, the term “text” denotes whatever the candidate reads or listens to, with the exception of the task rubrics.

Module 1 texts may be very brief and consist only of a few words (the title of an article, the caption of a picture or graph, an announcement over the loudspeaker, etc.) or they may be somewhat longer. They cannot, however, be longer than 150 words in the case of A1 level tasks, or 200 words in the case of A2 level tasks. The overall length of texts must range from 500 to 750 words in total for both levels.

Module 2 texts, produced by candidates who are asked to write 2-4 short texts, are 140-180 words in total. 

Module 3 contains texts which cannot be measured in terms of how many words they contain. However, they can be measured in terms of time, knowing that test time is limited to 15-20 minutes, that each text is heard at least twice and that candidates should also be given time to read rubrics and items as well as to transfer their answers on the answer sheet. 
Module 4 contains pictures and texts which function as cues for oral production. The rubrics are in writing in English and sometimes also in Greek. The examiner speaks in English only.
	Module (Test)
	Marks
	Activities
	Items
	Time (in mins)
	Text size

	1.   
	Reading comp
	50
	9-11
	50
	65
	500-750 words

	2.
	Writing
	60
	2
	4
	40
	140-180 words

	3.
	Listening comp
	50
	3-5
	20
	15-20
	Not predetermined

	4.
	Oral production
	40
	3
	Not predetermined
	15-20 (per pair)
	Not predetermined


4.4  Types of texts

The texts included in the testing material as ‘stimuli’ as well as the texts candidates will be required to produce in writing or orally, will all fall under the categories listed in the table that follows and concern both levels. In this table, types of texts are grouped on the basis of two variables: (a) the type of oral or written discourse to which they belong and (b) whether these texts are to be comprehended or produced.

	Written discourse
	Oral discourse

	C

O

M

P

R

E

H

E

N

S

I

O

N
	· Informal familiar discourse (e.g. poster, postcard, announcement, note, email)
· Descriptive discourse (e.g., in small ad– describe a lost dog, in an email –describe one’s room)   
· Informative discourse (e.g. on a leaflet, sign, label, signboard, ticket)

· Form to be filled in

· Catalogue/ list/ program

· Simple instructions and directions
	· Informative discourse  (e.g. notice in a public place)

· Message (e.g. answering machine)

· Common expressions concerning predictable everyday/ routine issues

· Interview

· Listing objects, events, etc.
· Simple instructions

	P

R

O

D

U

C

T

I

O

N
	· Informal familiar discourse (e.g. brief message or note, postcard, email)

· Informative discourse (e.g. for a leaflet, publication, sign)

· Statements about themselves, friends or imaginary characters


	· Informal familiar discourse (asking for and giving information about oneself)
· Use of expressions related to greeting/ leave-taking/ introducing oneself or others, etc.

· Answers to questions about experiences and personal details or about friends, family, etc.
· Interview


The most common sources of texts are:

· all printed publications in general (books, newspapers, magazines, leaflets)

· manuscripts

· posters, signs, signboards and any kind of brief text for the general public
· the telephone

· the radio

· TV
· the cinema

· the internet (website, email, chat, forum, etc.)

· DVDs, CDs and any other digital device containing written or multimedia texts

· cassettes, records and all other means of recording oral texts

· video-cassettes, and all other means of recording audiovisual texts

4.5  Task types
All items in the test are organised in task types whose (a) purpose is to assess performance in reading or listening comprehension, in writing or speaking, (b) form is specified below. It is noted that the form of the task types is similar to those in exams of all other levels. That is, they may be one of the following:

01. Multiple choice (with three or four options)

02. True/False or Yes/No questions

03. Matching

04. Ordering

05. Multiple matching 

06. Short answers (controlled or open ended)
07. Gap-filling on the basis of linguistic context (cloze)

08. Connecting sentences or paragraphs

09. Solving crosswords or other kinds of brain-teaser puzzles

010. Open-ended (written or oral) response prompted by cues or visuals
011. Relaying information (either in written or spoken form) from a simple graph/ diagram)
The categories listed above form three groups as shown in the table below:

	The form of task types

	Objective items 

Convergent production in Modules 1 & 2: Items marked ‘objectively’ (automatically scored)
	Choice
	01

02

03

04

05

	
	Completion
	06

07

08

09

	SEMI-SUBJECTIVE ITEMS

Divergent production in Modules 2-4: 

Production is marked by trained evaluators
	10

11


The sample examination (see Annex) acts as a ‘starting point’ for the A1 & A2 level examination that is launched in May 2008. In order to avoid an excessively inflexible standardization of the format of the exam, these specifications allow designers to produce an exam that slightly varies from period to period. In other words, they may slightly vary activities each time, or place them in a different position in the test paper. However, they are allowed a maximum of 15% of such changes, just as in the other KPG exams. The specifications do not allow substantial changes in the test papers, unless those concerned have been given at least one year’s notice.

The exam rubrics for all activities are given in the target language, and in the case of the A level exam also Greek, which is the candidates’ contact language. 

It is noted that no part of the A level or other levels exams request that candidates express themselves in Greek, neither in writing nor in speaking.
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