APPENDIX 5: The exam syllabus suggested

	Week 1
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 1

	Introducing the KPG exams
	The learners are introduced to a sample of the KPG exams. They are familiarised with the content, the format and the four modules of the A1/A2 level exam.
	· To present the format of the exam

· To familiarise students with exam content 
· To gather information about learners’ learning experiences and backgrounds
· To explain to students the importance and usefulness of sitting for the state exams
	· Provide students with a sample of the A1/A2 level exam and ask what their first impression of the exam is. Initiate a conversation on the differences and similarities the exam has with other language exams they may have taken in the past (either official exams or classroom tests). 
	· No test-taking strategies are introduced in the first lesson

	Lesson 2

	Introducing the KPG exams


	The students try responding to different A1/A2 level activities.
	· To gather information about the students’ strengths, weaknesses and preferences
· To familiarise them with the exam format
	· The learners are given the same sample as in Lesson 1 are asked to identify the difficulties of each module
	· No test-taking strategies are introduced in the second lesson


	Week 2
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 3

	Introducing the KPG exams
	The learners are presented with two types of activities they are going to deal with in Modules 1 and 3 of the KPG exams. They are given practical tips on how to handle each type of activity. 
	· To introduce two types of activities included in Modules 1 and 3 of the KPG exams (i.e. multiple choice and gap-filling tasks)
· To provide strategies which could be used in the completion of two of the most popular activity types in the exam
	· Learners are exposed to an example of a listening gap-filling activity and a multiple choice reading comprehension task (A1 and A2 level students are given different texts)
· Initiate a discussion on the difficulties of each type and elicit practical tips or even strategies from students themselves
	Test-wiseness strategies: 3, 4, 7, 9, 10, 11, 13 

	Lesson 4

	Introducing the KPG exams


	The students are presented with the oral examination of the KPG exams (Module 4).
	· To familiarise learners with the fourth module of the exam
· To help the teacher identify and distinguish the A1 from the A2 level students
	· Students are asked to briefly introduce themselves (see Activity 1 of the A1/A2 level KPG exam)
· Learners are shown several pictures and are asked  both A1 and A2 level questions (see Activity 2 of the A1/A2 level KPG exam)
	· No test-taking strategies are introduced in the this lesson


	Week 3
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 5

	Introducing test-wiseness strategies
	Students are introduced to the use of test-wiseness strategies. They are asked to list the test-wiseness strategies they are aware of, with the help of their teacher and make a poster of all the strategies to be used in the A1/A2 level exams
	· To introduce learners to the concept of testing situations

· To familiarise students with test-wiseness strategiess
	· Learners are asked to comment on the way they tend to handle tests. Strategies are elicited from them
· Project work: the students are requested to start making a list of test-wiseness strategies
	All test-wiseness strategies are discussed

	Lesson 6

	Introducing test-wiseness strategies
	Students are introduced to the use of test-wiseness strategies. They are asked to complete their list of test-wiseness strategies they have created in the last lesson and make a poster of all the strategies to be used in the A1/A2 level exams
	· To raise the students’ awareness of the test-wiseness strategies

· To develop the students’ collaborative skills


	· Project work: the students finish off the list of test-wiseness strategies they composed in the last lesson and make a poster of the test-wiseness strategies that can be used in the A1/A2 level KPG exams. They are encouraged to use colourful markers and paper board.
	All test-wiseness strategies are discussed


	Week 4
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 7

	Introducing test-wiseness strategies
	The students are exposed to reading activities and are asked to respond to them within the time given
	· To develop test-wiseness strategies

· To develop the learners’ time management skills
· To practice their reading skills
	· Speed Reading: the learners are given a text and are asked to read it and respond to several comprehension questions as quickly as possible
· They are asked to report the test-wiseness strategies they have used to complete the activity quickly
	Test-wiseness strategies: 4, 5 and 6
· Reading test-taking strategies may be referred to but they are not the focus of this lesson

	Lesson 8

	Introducing test-wiseness strategies
	The learners are trained not to rush when responding to the activities and to take advantage of all the time provided
	· To develop the learners’ time management skills
	· Learners are given a matching reading activity and a writing gap-filling activity and are asked to work on them exhausting all the time provided
	Test-wiseness strategies : 15 and 16


	Week 5
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 9

	Introducing test-taking strategies: Module 1 (Reading Comprehension) 
	The students explore the reading test-taking techniques which can enhance their performance in the KPG exams. Reading strategies are elicited from them. 
	· Raise the students’ awareness of the reading test-taking strategies

· To introduce learners to reading test-taking strategies
 
	· Learners are provided with an extract of a popular fairy-tale in English and a set of comprehension questions (different questions are given to A1 and A2 level students). They are asked to work in groups (of the same level) and suggest ‘tricks’ they can use when dealing with reading tasks
· All groups negotiate and the teacher makes a list of reading strategies on the board
	Test-taking strategies: All the reading test-taking strategies are discussed (1.1- 1.13)

	Lesson 10

	Introducing test-taking strategies: Module 1 (Reading Comprehension)
	The students are introduced and practice some of the reading test-taking strategies which can be exploited in the KPG exams. They learn how to make predictions, guess the correct answer and infer the meaning of unknown lexical items.
	· To revise all the reading strategies introduced in the previous lesson
· To practice and develop the students’ inferencing skills

· To practice and develop the learners’ time management skills

· To train them how to infer meaning from context

· To stress the importance of reading the text more than once

· To prove the effectiveness and rationalise the test-taking strategies


	· The teacher creates a list of reading strategies based on the list the students have made in the lesson 9. The list is printed and distributed to them. There is a brief discussion on the new strategies the teacher has introduced
· The students are requested to underline the words they are not familiar with and guess their meaning
	Test-taking strategies: 1.7, 1.8, 1.10, 1.11, 




	Week 6
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 11

	Introducing test-taking strategies: Module 3 (Listening Comprehension)
	The future candidates are introduced to the test-taking strategies to be used in the listening comprehension activities of the A1/A2 level of the KPG exams
	· Raise the students’ awareness of the listening test-taking strategies

· To introduce listening test-taking strategies
· To train and encourage students to make predictions

· To develop and practice the sub-skill of listening for specific information 

	· The students compare the two receptive skills. They work with their teacher to produce a list of listening test-taking strategies based the reading strategies list they have produced

· The students are given a ‘fill in the gap’ listening activity. First they have to work on the activity in pairs and have to guess what the correct missing word is. Then they listen to the text and complete the task

	Test-taking strategies: 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.9

	Lesson 12

	Introducing test-taking strategies: Module 3 (Listening Comprehension)
	In this lesson the students are trained to fully exploit the first listening of the tape and to check their answers during the second listening. They also have the opportunity to practice their listening skills and use all the strategies presented in the previous lessons
	· To practice and develop their listening skills
· To emphasize the importance of fully exploiting both the first and the second listening of the oral text 
	· The students are given two tasks: a multiple choice and a gap-filling activity and are encouraged to answer as many items as possible from the first listening of the text
	Test-taking strategies: 3.7
· Also all the strategies presented in the previous lesson are briefly discussed
Attention: It is stressed that the aim of the first listening is to answer the questions, while the purpose of the second listening is to complete the task and check the answers given


	Week 7
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 13

	Introducing test-taking strategies: Module 2 (Writing)
	The students are introduced to the writing test-taking strategies. The writing process is presented as a three-stage process: the planning stage, the writing stage and the editing stage. The focus of the present lesson is on the planning stage. 
	· To introduce the writing test-taking strategies to learners 

· To raise the students’ awareness concerning the existence of both cognitive and metacognitive writing strategies

· To make students aware that writing is not a linear process

· To stress the importance of the planning stage
	· The teacher presents the types of plans/ ways of planning (e.g. outline, brainstorming, freewriting etc). Then, A1 and A2 level students are given a production activity (i.e. writing an email to a friend) and are asked to plan their writing. In the end, the teacher collects the plans
	Test-taking strategies: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6

	Lesson 14

	Introducing test-taking strategies: Module 2 (Writing)
	In this lesson the students are asked to produce a written piece of work based on the plan they have made in the previous lesson. 
	· To practice and develop  their writing skills
· To learn how to make the most of their plans

· To practice and develop their time management skills
	· The students are given back their plans accompanied by a leaflet of writing test-taking strategies they can exploit. Then, they are asked to respond the writing activity given (i.e. write the email to a friend)
	Test-taking strategies: 2.7, 2.8, 2.9, 2.10, 2.11, 2.12, 2.13, 2.14, 2.15, 2.16, 2.17


	Week 8
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 15

	Introducing test-taking strategies: Module 2 (Writing)
	The students are provided with feedback on their writing in the previous lesson. They receive their writing with comments and are asked to edit their peers’ work. 
	· To practice and develop their writing skills
· To practice and develop their editing skills

· To identify the editing areas (i.e. grammar, spelling, syntax etc.)

· To enhance the students’ learner autonomy

· To show them a different perspective of writing by encouraging them to adopt a different role, that of the editor

· To practice their speaking and their presentation skills
	· The learners receive their writing accompanied by the teacher’s comments. However, the teacher has not corrected the paper. Instead he/she has marked the different types of mistakes in different colours (i.e. blue for spelling mistakes, red for grammar mistakes etc). The students should edit each other’s work according to the teacher’s comments

· They finally make an oral presentation of the work they have done while editing their peer’s work explaining what they have corrected in their peers’ papers (i.e. “there were a lot of spelling/grammar mistakes” or “my fellow student should have used the Present Simple instead of the Past Simple”)
	Test-taking strategies: 3.19, 3.20, 3.21

	Lesson 16

	Introducing test-taking strategies: Module 4 (Speaking)
	The learners are introduced to speaking test-taking strategies. To elicit such strategies from learners themselves, they are asked to observe their peers performing speaking activities and to report/describe the strategies they tend to use while speaking.
	· To raise the learners’ awareness of the speaking test-taking strategies
· To practice and develop their speaking skills 

· To develop their discourse competence

· To develop communication strategies

· To show them a different perspective of speaking by encouraging them to adopt a different role, that of the observer
	· The teacher works on a speaking activity (preferably of the third type, which has not been introduced yet, i.e. asking information about pictures provided) with a couple of students, while the rest are observing them taking notes on the speaking strategies their peers use
· There is a discussion in which the learners report the strategies they have observed and the teacher adds some more
	Test-taking strategies: 4.1- 4.16


	Week 9
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 17

	Practicing reading and writing test-taking strategies

	Learners are given the opportunity to practice several reading test-taking strategies. They are also introduced to emails, the concept of audience and the purpose of writing. The teacher also refers to the writing test-taking strategies previously introduced.
	· To practice some reading test-taking strategies 
· To train students to fully exploit the pictures and graphics accompanying a text

· To raise their awareness of the audience and purpose of a text

· To familiarise them with emails, a genre they may be asked to produce in the exams
· To familiarise them with gap filling and true/false activities
	· Learners are asked to fill in the gaps of a party invitation which is accompanied by pictures
· Students are asked to identify the audience, the writer’s relationship with the audience and the purpose of the email
· A true/false activity is given based on the party invitation given previously
	Test-taking strategies: 1.3, 1.6, 1.7, 1.9, 1.10, 1.11, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3

	Lesson 18

	Practicing writing test-taking strategies
	Students are introduced to emails and practice their pre-writing skills planning an invitation to a party. The writing test-taking strategies are revised.
	· To practice and develop some writing test-taking strategies
· To introduce email as a genre to be produced focusing on its characteristics

· To raise their awareness of the audience and purpose of a text

· To practice and develop their drafting skills
	· Learners are asked to define and list the characteristics of a party invitation
· Then, they are asked to imagine they are organising a party and are writing an email to their friends inviting them to their party. They should make the plan of their invitation in class and complete the task writing the invitation for homework.
	Test-taking strategies: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.6


	Week 10
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 19

	Practicing listening test-taking strategies
	The students are exposed to two listening activities; they are divided into two groups: (a) a group having the tape transcript and (b) a group having the listening text. The two groups have to co-operate in order to come up with the correct answers. Learners are reminded of the listening test-taking strategies introduced in the previous lessons.
	· To practice some listening test-taking strategies

· To develop and practice their listening skills 
· To practice and develop their speaking and co-operation skills

· To practice their reading skills

· To provide opportunities for negotiation of meaning

· To train students to listen for specific information (scanning)
	· The learners are given a matching (Activity 1- A1level) and a gap filling activity (Activity 5- A2 level). Some students are given the transcript to study while others are given the listening test (i.e. the activities). Both groups listen to the tape twice and then they negotiate to find the correct answers. This is an information gap activity in which there is integration of skills.
	Test-taking strategies: 3.1, 3.3, 3.7, 3.9, 3.10
· * These strategies indicate the focus of the lesson. However, all listening strategies are practiced during the listening activity.

	Lesson 20

	Practicing listening test-taking strategies
	In this lesson students are also exposed to a similar information gap activity as in the previous lesson. However, the focus of the present lesson is to train students to listen for gist (skimming). Listening test-taking strategies are mentioned by the teacher.
	· To practice some listening test-taking strategies

· To practice and develop their listening skills 

· To practice and develop their speaking and co-operation skills

· To practice and develop their reading skills

· To provide opportunities for negotiation of meaning
· To train them to listen for gist
	· Learners are given feedback on their homework (i.e. writing an email invitation). The teacher summarises what should have been included in their invitations on the board.
· They are presented with two listening texts i.e. (a) messages in answering machines and (Activity 3) (b) short dialogues (Activity 4). A group of students has access to the tape transcript and another is given the test (both groups listen to the tape). The two groups negotiate to decide to complete the task. The questions require general understanding of the oral texts
	Test-taking strategies: 3.1, 3.3, 3.7, 3.9, 3.10

·  These strategies indicate the focus of the lesson. However, all listening strategies are practiced during the listening activity.


	Week 11
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 21

	Practicing speaking test-taking strategies
	Some of the students perform a speaking activity (Activity 2). The rest of the students observe the ones performing the task. Then, the teacher provides all students with a transcript of a response to the task performed. The students read the transcript and respond to several comprehension questions. At the end of the lesson a couple of students are asked to repeat the task based on the organisation and content of the transcript. The importance of using communication and speaking test-taking strategies is highlighted by the teacher.
	· To practice some speaking test-taking strategies

· To practice and develop the students’ speaking skills
· To develop their communication strategies

· To develop the learners’ discourse competence
· To practice their listening skills (when their peers are performing the task)

· To practice their reading skills

· To familiarise them with a type of activity they will encounter in their oral exams (Activity 2)
	· Students are provided with pictures extracted from comic books they are asked to discuss.
· When a couple of students have performed the task they are all provided with a transcript of two people performing the task (alternatively this can be a listening activity of native speakers performing the task)
· The students are asked comprehension questions on the text provided

	Test-taking strategies: 4.1- 4.16

	Lesson 22

	Practicing speaking test-taking strategies
	Several learners perform an activity similar to the third activity of the oral examination. Then, the teacher provides them with a transcript of a response to the task performed. All the students read the transcript and then some them act out the dialogue (role play). At the end of the lesson the students may repeat the task. The importance of using communication and speaking test-taking strategies is highlighted by the teacher. 
	· To practice some speaking test-taking strategies

· To practice and develop the students’ speaking skills

· To develop their communication strategies

· To develop the learners’ discourse competence

· To practice their listening skills (when their peers are performing the task)

· To practice their reading skills

· To familiarise them with a type of activity they will encounter in their oral exams (Activity 3)
	· Learners are asked to respond to an ‘asking and giving information’ oral activity (Activity 3)

· When a couple of students have performed the task they are all provided with a transcript of two people performing the task (alternatively this can be a listening activity of native speakers performing the task) 

· A couple of students are requested to act out the dialogue given (role-play)

· The students may repeat the task once again based on the information they got from the transcript
	Test-taking strategies: 4.1- 4.16


	Week 12
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 23

	Practicing reading strategies
	Since all test-taking strategies have already been introduced, it is time for the students to practice reading and writing strategies through project work. Project work, group work, working with authentic materials and discovering while learning have been indicated as the most popular modes of work in the present survey. An attempt will be made to combine them all in the following project; either the teacher or the students bring information about Disneyland and a few Disneyland Park maps in class. The learners share the information discussing their favourite locations in the park. They also work in groups to organise a trip to Disneyland.
	· To practice their reading skills

· To use some of the reading test-taking strategies introduced

· To practice their communication and co-operation skills

· To learn how to read maps and how to exploit the visual input provided

· To develop the student’s learner autonomy
· To increase the learners’ motivation by giving them the opportunity to work with authentic texts and for real-life purposes


	· The Disneyland Project: The students read texts about Disneyland. Then, they work in groups to organise a trip to the Disneyland Park
	Test-taking strategies: 1.1, 1.3, 1.4, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 1.9, 1.10, 1.11

	Lesson 24

	Practicing reading and writing test-taking strategies
	The learners continue negotiating on what should be included in their trip. They decide on the weekly schedule of their visit to Disneyland. When they have decided what to include in their schedule A1 and A2 level students work on different activities. The learners are encouraged to use both reading and writing test-taking strategies throughout the task completion.
	· To practice their reading skills

· To use some of the reading test-taking strategies introduced

· To practice and develop their communication and co-operation skills

· To practice and develop their writing skills

· To develop the student’s learner autonomy

· To increase the learners’ motivation by giving them the opportunity to work with authentic texts and for real-life purposes
	· The Disneyland Project: The students finally decide on the content of the weekly schedule of the trip

· A2 level students write an email to a friend narrating incidents and describing their trip to Disneyland. 

· A1 level students are given jumbled sentences of a narration (about a visit to Disneyland) and are asked to put the sentences into the correct order. Alternatively both level students can be asked to write a postcard to a friend from Disneyland. 
	Test-taking strategies: 1.1, 1.3, 1.4, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 1.9, 1.10, 1.11 and 2.1- 2.21


	Week 13
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 25

	Practicing listening test-taking strategies
	Learners practice both the sub-skill of listening for specific information and the sub-skill of listening for gist through listening to songs. They are reminded of the listening test-taking strategies they have been introduced to and are encouraged to use as many of them as possible when responding to the activities given.  
	· To practice and develop their listening skills 
· To practice the listening test-taking strategies

· To practice the sub-skill of listening for specific information

· To practice the sub-skill of listening for gist
	· Learners listen to a song and are asked to respond to a gap filling activity
· Then, they listen to another song and are asked comprehension questions about the content of the song
	Test-taking strategies: 3.1-3.10

	Lesson 26

	Practicing writing test-taking strategies
	Project work is once again employed to provide learners with the opportunity of practicing writing strategies. Student behaviour in class is discussed in this lesson. The learners distinguish students acceptable from inappropriate behaviour and make signs to be posted in class as well as a leaflet containing the dos and don’ts of classroom behaviour. 
	· To practice and develop the learner’s speaking skills

· To practice and develop their writing skills
· To introduce learners to signs and leaflets; two genres they may encounter in the final exams
· To make the students aware of “classroom rules”

· To cater for the needs of kinaesthetic learners
	· Learners discuss appropriate and inappropriate classroom behaviour. Then they come up with the ‘rules’ of classroom behaviour
· A1 level students make signs of these rules 

· A2 level students create a poster containing the dos and don’ts  of classroom behaviour
	Test-taking strategies: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 2.8, 2.9, 2.10, 2.11, 2.12, 2.13, 2.14, 2.15, 2.16, 2.17, 2.18, 2.19, 2.20, 2.21


	Week 14
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 27

	Practicing the paraphrase strategy in writing
	Learners are introduced to and practice the paraphrase strategy in writing. The strategy of paraphrase is also of great importance because it will be extensively used in mediation tasks in the following KPG exam levels. Initially students are given a simple activity in which they have to provide the synonyms and paraphrase several words/ phrases, while later on they are given an opportunity to see how the paraphrase opportunity can be used in context. 
	· To train learners to use the paraphrase strategy
	· Learners are provided with a list of words/phrases and are asked to paraphrase them or give their synonyms
· Then, they are given an authentic response to a writing activity and are requested to replace the words underlined with synonyms or paraphrase them where possible
	Test-taking strategy: 2.14 

	Lesson 28

	Practicing and observing the use of speaking test-taking strategies

	The students are divided into two groups; half of the students are given questionnaires on the use of speaking test-taking strategies. The other half of the students perform speaking activities of all three types included in the A1/A2 level exam, while their peers observe them noting down in their questionnaires the strategies employed.
	· To revise and practice the speaking test-taking strategies
· To raise their awareness of strategy use

· To identify the situations in which communication strategies are employed
	· A group of students perform speaking activities and the rest of the students observe them noting down information on their strategy use in questionnaires
· The ‘observers’ comment on their peers’ strategy use
	Test-taking strategies: 4.1- 4.16


	Week 15
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 29

	Guessing the meaning of unknown lexical items in Reading Comprehension
	In this lesson the learners are trained not to let unknown lexical items come in the way of reading comprehension and to infer their meaning from the surrounding context
	· To practice their reading skills 
· To train them to infer meaning from context

· To practice reading test-taking strategies

· To practice their time management skills
	· The students are given a movie review (downloaded from the Internet), preferably a cartoon movie. They are asked to read the text and underline the words they are not familiar with as quickly as they can

· First, they answer a few comprehension questions to check their general understanding of the text

· Then, they are requested to guess the meaning of the words they have underlined 

	Test-taking strategies: All reading strategies (1.1- 1.13) with an emphasis on 1.1, 1.5, 1.6, 1.8, 1.9, 1.11

	Lesson 30

	Guessing the meaning of unknown lexical items in Listening Comprehension
	The students listen to an interview of a famous actor (the oral text contains some lexical items they are not familiar with). The learners’ general understanding of the text is checked and then they are encouraged to guess the meaning of the words they do not know. 
	· To practice their listening skills 
· To train them to infer meaning from context

· To practice the sub-skill of listening for gist
	· Learners listen to an interview of a famous actor and identify the words they have never encountered in the past
· They respond to a true/false activity to ensure their general understanding of the oral text 

· They are given the transcript of the interview and are requested to infer the meaning of the lexical items they are not familiar with
	Test-taking strategies: 3.1- 3.10 with an emphasis on 3.1, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.9


	Week 16
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 31

	Revising all test-taking strategies
	In this lesson, all test-taking strategies presented so far are revised to prepare the students for the upcoming mock exam. This also a good opportunity for the teacher to find out whether his/her students are using test-taking strategies and collect data concerning their strategy use through a questionnaire survey. 
	· To raise the students’ awareness of test-taking strategies
· To revise the test-taking strategies of all four language skills

· To prepare the students for the mock exam

· To encourage students to use as many test-taking strategies as possible in the upcoming exam
	· Students respond to a questionnaire about the test-taking strategies of all four language skills. They are asked to:

·  Identify their favourite strategies
· Identify the strategies they consider as most and least important

· The number of test-taking strategies they use etc.

· After the children have completed the questionnaire (which is collected by the teacher at the end of the class), there is an open discussion on the use of test-taking strategies
	Test-taking strategies: All test-taking strategies of all four skills are discussed in this lesson

	Lesson 32

	Revising the test-wiseness strategies
	Test-wiseness strategies are revised to prepare and enhance the students’ performance in the mock exam.
	· To revise the test-wiseness strategies

· To prepare students for the mock exam
	· Learners are given samples of all four modules of the exam (not whole tests but extracted activities) and are requested to report the test-wiseness strategies they would employ to complete the tests. 
· The teacher also mentions the test-taking strategies the students forgot to mention
	Test-wiseness strategies: 1-18


	Week 17
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 33

	Mock test: Module 1
	The learners complete the November 2008 paper.
	· To assess the learners’ performance

· To assess the learners’ progress from the beginning of the course
· To provide an opportunity for test-taking strategy use 

· To familiarise the children with the exams and provide testing experiences

· To receive input on which useful feedback can be provided

· To prepare the students for the final exam


	Exam past paper: November 2008 (Module 1)
	All reading test-taking strategies can be used during the mock exam.

	Lesson 34

	Mock test: Module 1 
	The learners complete the November 2008 paper.
	· To assess the learners’ performance

· To assess the learners’ progress from the beginning of the course

· To provide an opportunity for test-taking strategy use 

· To familiarise the children with the exams and provide testing experiences

· To receive input on which useful feedback can be provided
· To prepare the students for the final exam
	Exam past paper: November 2008 (Module 1)
	All reading test-taking strategies can be used during the mock exam.


	Week 18
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 35

	Mock test: Module 2
	The students complete the second module of November 2008. 
	· To assess the learners’ performance

· To assess the learners’ progress from the beginning of the course

· To provide an opportunity for test-taking strategy use 

· To familiarise the children with the exams and provide testing experiences

· To receive input on which useful feedback can be provided

· To prepare the students for the final exam
· To pinpoint any possible problematic areas and adjust the teaching process to the students’ needs
	Exam past paper: November 2008 (Module 2)
	All writing test-taking strategies can be used during the mock exam.

	Lesson 36

	Mock test: Module 3
	The learners respond to the third module of November 2008. 
	· To assess the learners’ performance

· To assess the learners’ progress from the beginning of the course

· To provide an opportunity for test-taking strategy use 

· To familiarise the children with the exams and provide testing experiences

· To receive input on which useful feedback can be provided

· To prepare the students for the final exam
· To pinpoint any possible problematic areas and adjust the teaching process to the students’ needs
	Exam past paper: November 2008 (Module 3)
	All listening test-taking strategies can be used during the mock exam.


	Week 19
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 37

	Providing feedback on Module 2
	The students are given back their tests corrected and the teacher provides feedback on their performance.
	· To help students improve their performance through useful comments
· To draw the students’ attention to the problematic areas providing solutions and suggestions
	· The students are given back their corrected tests. The teacher lists the points that should have been included in the learners’ writing and provides them with sample responses to the activities
· Then, he/she discusses the problematic areas of the students’ writing
	All writing test-taking strategies can be either directly or indirectly discussed

	Lesson 38

	Providing feedback for modules 1 and 3
	The students are given back their tests corrected and the teacher provides feedback on their performance.
	· To help students improve their performance through useful comments

· To draw the students’ attention to the problematic areas providing solutions and suggestions
	· The students are given back their tests corrected. There is a discussion of the problematic items of both tests
	All reading and listening test-taking strategies can be either directly or indirectly discussed


	Week 20
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 39

	Oral exam simulation
	All students are examined in all three types of activities for both the A1 and A2 level. The test of November 2008 (Module 4) is used for the simulation.
	· To assess the learners’ performance

· To assess the learners’ progress from the beginning of the course

· To provide an opportunity for speaking test-taking strategies use 

· To familiarise the children with the oral examination procedure and provide testing experiences
· To develop their assessment and self-assessment skills

· To observe the use of speaking test-taking strategies


	· Each one of the students has to respond to the speaking activities included in the November 2008 test. While a students is examined the rest of the students are requested to take notes both on the content of the responses and the test-taking strategies used by their peers. The process may even be videotaped for the students to see their performance and comment on it.
	All speaking test-taking strategies can be used in the oral simulation of the exams.

	Lesson 40

	Oral exam simulation
	All students are examined in all three types of activities for both the A1 and A2 level. The test of November 2008 (Module 4) is used for the simulation.
	· To assess the learners’ performance

· To assess the learners’ progress from the beginning of the course

· To provide an opportunity for speaking test-taking strategies use 

· To familiarise the children with the oral examination procedure and provide testing experiences

· To develop their assessment and self-assessment skills

· To observe the use of speaking test-taking strategies
	· Each one of the students has to respond to the speaking activities included in the November 2008 test. While a students is examined the rest of the students are requested to take notes both on the content of the responses and the test-taking strategies used by their peers. The process may even be videotaped for the students to see their performance and comment on it.
	All speaking test-taking strategies can be used in the oral simulation of the exams.


	Week 21
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 41

	Feedback on the oral exam simulation
	The teacher and the students make comments on their performance on the oral simulation exams. 
	· To help students improve their performance through useful comments

· To draw the students’ attention to the problematic areas providing solutions and suggestions
	· Students comment both on their performance and their peers’ performance
· They also discuss the tasks in terms of content and difficulty

· The teacher makes comments on the learners’ performance identifying and stressing the problematic areas. Then, he/she goes on to suggest test-taking and communication strategies which could prevent such problematic situations from occurring  
	The teacher can suggest any of the speaking test-taking strategies which could enhance the learners’ performance.

	Lesson 42

	Working with past papers: Module 1 (Reading Comprehension)
	The students complete part of the reading comprehension test of May 2008.
	· To practice their reading skills 
· To provide opportunities to practice the reading test-taking strategies

· To assess the students performance in Module 1
· To develop their self-assessment skills

· To gather information about their use of reading test-taking strategies
	· The learners complete Activities 1, 2 and 3 of the May 2008 paper
· At the end of the lesson students correct each other’s paper and report the strategies employed in the completion of the task 
	Test-taking strategies: 1.1-1.13


	Week 22 
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 43

	Working with past papers: Module 2 (Writing)

	The students complete part of the May 2008 Module 2 test. 
	· To revise writing test-taking strategies
· To practice writing test-taking strategies

· To practice their time-management skills
· To develop their self-assessments skills
	· Writing test-taking strategies are elicited from the students and written on the board
· Then, the learners are asked to respond to activity 1.1, 1.2 and 2.1 of the May 2008 test within a time limit
· At the end of the class, they are given the correct answers and are asked to correct each other’s test
	Test-taking strategies: 2.1- 2.21

	Lesson 44

	Practicing speaking test-taking strategies
	All students work together (preferably in groups) to articulate questions they would include in an interview with a celebrity. Then, they are engaged in a role play in which some of them are playing the journalists, while others the celebrities using the questions they have formed.
	· To practice speaking and communication strategies
· To develop their co-operation skills

· To motivate them to communicate with their peers

· To train them to adopt imaginary roles
	· Learners are given some time to work in groups and come up with questions they would like to ask each other
· When the questions have been formed a group of students pretend to be the journalists, while the rest of the students adopt the role of celebrities. Then, the journalists start interviewing the celebrities.
	Test-taking strategies: 4.1- 4.16


	Week 23
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 45

	Working with past papers: Module 1 (Reading Comprehension)
	The students complete part of the May 2008 Module 1 test.
	· To practice their reading skills 

· To provide opportunities to practice the reading test-taking strategies

· To assess the students performance in Module 1

· To develop their self-assessment skills

· To gather information about their use of reading test-taking strategies
	· The learners complete Activities 4, 5 and 6 of the May 2008 paper

· At the end of the lesson students correct each other’s paper and report the strategies employed in the completion of the task 
	Test-taking strategies: 1.1-1.13

	Lesson 46

	Working with past papers: Module 3 (Listening Comprehension)
	The learners complete the May 2008 Module 3 test. 
	· To assess the learners’ performance in Module 3

· To give them the opportunity to practice listening test-taking strategies
	· Students complete the Listening Comprehension test of May 2008. 

· They check their answers with the teachers and their peers verbally commenting on the use of test-taking strategies and justifying the answers they have given.
	Test-taking strategies: 3.1- 3.10


	Week 24
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 47

	Working with past papers: Module 1 (Reading Comprehension)
	The students complete part of the May 2008 Module 1 test.
	· To practice their reading skills 

· To provide opportunities to practice the reading test-taking strategies

· To assess the students performance in Module 1

· To develop their self-assessment skills

· To gather information about their use of reading test-taking strategies
	· The learners complete Activities 7, 8, 9 and 10 of the May 2008 paper

· At the end of the lesson students correct each other’s paper and report the strategies employed in the completion of the task 
	Test-taking strategies: 1.1-1.13

	Lesson 48

	Working with past papers: Module 2 (writing)
	The learners plan their response to a written activity and then share plans with their peers. Finally they have to respond on the activity based on somebody else’s plan.
	· To practice their writing skills

· To develop their drafting skills
· To reconciliate students with the idea that writing is a process and not just the final product

· To practice their test-taking strategies

· To develop their time-management skills
	· Learners plan their response to the activity 2.2 of May 2008 Module 2 within limited time

· Then, they exchange plans with their peers and respond to the activity based on the plan they were given
	Test-taking strategies: 2.1- 2.21


	Week 25
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 49

	Working with past papers: Module 4 (Speaking)
	Learners work on the May 2008 test for Module 4. They are divided into two groups: (a) the students pretending to be the examiners and (b) the students pretending to be the candidates. The students create a simulation of the oral examination by themselves.
	· To practice their speaking and communication skills

· To practice speaking test-taking strategies

· To familiarise them with the oral examination process

· To lower their anxiety

· To provide them with a different perspective of the oral exams

· To make them aware of their assessment criteria

· To develop their self-assessment skills

· To prepare them for the upcoming oral exams

	· Students are given the May 2008 Module 4 test. They are given some time to study it, then, some of the students pretend to be the examiners and the rest of the students become the examinees. The ‘examiners’ ask the ‘candidates’ to respond all three activities included in the test

· There can be a discussion of the students’ performance at the end of the lesson as well
	Test-taking strategies: 4.1- 4.16

	Lesson 50

	Revising test-taking strategies of all four language skills and test-wiseness strategies
	Test-taking and test-wiseness strategies are revised to prepare and enhance the students’ performance both in the mock exam and the upcoming final exam.
	· To revise all the test-taking strategies discussed in the course

· To revise the test-wiseness strategies

· To prepare students for the mock exam
	· Learners are given samples of all four modules of the exam and are requested to report the test-taking and test-wiseness strategies they would employ to complete the tests
· The teacher also discusses the strategies the students forgot to mention
	


	Week 26
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 51

	Mock test: Module 1
	The learners complete the first Module of a past paper.
	· To assess the learners’ performance

· To assess the learners’ progress from the beginning of the course

· To provide an opportunity for test-taking strategy use 

· To familiarise the children with the exams and provide testing experiences

· To receive input on which useful feedback can be provided

· To prepare the students for the final exam


	Exam past paper (Module 1)
	All reading test-taking strategies can be used during the mock exam.

	Lesson 52

	Mock test: Module 1
	The learners complete the first Module of a past paper.
	· To assess the learners’ performance

· To assess the learners’ progress from the beginning of the course

· To provide an opportunity for test-taking strategy use 

· To familiarise the children with the exams and provide testing experiences

· To receive input on which useful feedback can be provided

· To prepare the students for the final exam
	Exam past paper: (Module 1)
	All reading test-taking strategies can be used during the mock exam.


	Week 27
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 53

	Mock test: Module 2
	The students complete the second module of a past paper. 
	· To assess the learners’ performance

· To assess the learners’ progress from the beginning of the course

· To provide an opportunity for test-taking strategy use 

· To familiarise the children with the exams and provide testing experiences

· To receive input on which useful feedback can be provided

· To prepare the students for the final exam


	Exam past paper: (Module 2)
	All writing test-taking strategies can be used during the mock exam.

	Lesson 54

	Mock test: Module 3
	The learners respond to the third module of a past paper. 
	· To assess the learners’ performance

· To assess the learners’ progress from the beginning of the course

· To provide an opportunity for test-taking strategy use 

· To familiarise the children with the exams and provide testing experiences

· To receive input on which useful feedback can be provided

· To prepare the students for the final exam
	Exam past paper: (Module 3)
	All listening test-taking strategies can be used during the mock exam.


	Week 28
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 55

	Providing feedback on Module 2
	The students are given back their tests corrected and the teacher provides feedback on their performance.
	· To help students improve their performance through useful comments

· To draw the students’ attention to the problematic areas providing solutions and suggestions
	· The students are given back their corrected tests. The teacher lists the points that should have been included in the learners’ writing and provide the with sample responses to the activities

· Then, he/she discusses the problematic areas of the students’ writing
	All writing test-taking strategies can be either directly or indirectly discussed

	Lesson 56

	Providing feedback for modules 1 and 3
	The students are given back their tests corrected and the teacher provides feedback on their performance.
	· To help students improve their performance through useful comments

· To draw the students’ attention to the problematic areas providing solutions and suggestions
	· The students are given back their tests corrected. There is a discussion of the problematic items of both tests
	All reading and listening test-taking strategies can be either directly or indirectly discussed


	Week 29
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 57

	Oral exam simulation
	All students are examined in all three types of activities for both the A1 and A2 level. A past paper test (Module 4) is used for the simulation.
	· To assess the learners’ performance

· To assess the learners’ progress from the beginning of the course

· To provide an opportunity for speaking test-taking strategies use 

· To familiarise the children with the oral examination procedure and provide testing experiences

· To develop their assessment and self-assessment skills

· To observe the use of speaking test-taking strategies


	· Each one of the students has to respond to the speaking activities included in a past paper test. While a students is examined the rest of the students are requested to take notes both on the content of the responses and the test-taking strategies used by their peers. The process may even be videotaped for the students to see their performance and comment on it.
	All speaking test-taking strategies can be used in the oral simulation of the exams.

	Lesson 58

	Oral exam simulation
	All students are examined in all three types of activities for both the A1 and A2 level. A past paper test (Module 4) is used for the simulation.
	· To assess the learners’ performance

· To assess the learners’ progress from the beginning of the course

· To provide an opportunity for speaking test-taking strategies use 

· To familiarise the children with the oral examination procedure and provide testing experiences

· To develop their assessment and self-assessment skills

· To observe the use of speaking test-taking strategies
	· Each one of the students has to respond to the speaking activities included in a past paper test. While a students is examined the rest of the students are requested to take notes both on the content of the responses and the test-taking strategies used by their peers. The process may even be videotaped for the students to see their performance and comment on it.
	All speaking test-taking strategies can be used in the oral simulation of the exams.


	Week 30
	Content
	Aim of the lesson
	Suggested activities
	Test-taking strategies

	Lesson 59

	Last minute tips for the final exams and revision of all the strategies presented.
	The last two lessons are devoted to psychologically preparing the students for the exams through a revision of the strategies presented throughout the course and demystifying the exam. The learners are also given last minute tips and advice concerning the exam.
	· To lower the students’ anxiety and make them feel more secure

· To prepare them for the final exam

· To revise all the strategies taught in the course

· To answer the learners’ questions concerning the exams
	· The most important test-wiseness and test-taking strategies are written on the board (Modules 1-2)
· The students are given the opportunity to ask questions about the upcoming exams
	All test-taking and test-wiseness strategies are revised.

	Lesson 60

	Last minute tips for the final exams and revision of all the strategies presented.
	The last two lessons are devoted to psychologically preparing the students for the exams through a revision of the strategies presented throughout the course and demystifying the exam. The learners are also given last minute tips and advice concerning the exam.
	· To lower the students’ anxiety and make them feel more secure

· To prepare them for the final exam

· To revise all the strategies taught in the course

· To answer the learners’ questions concerning the exams
	· The most important test-wiseness and test-taking strategies are written on the board(Modules 3-4)

· The students are given the opportunity to ask questions about the upcoming exams
	All test-taking and test-wiseness strategies are revised.
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