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ABSTRACT(
The present dissertation focuses on the integration of a preparatory course for the KPG A1/A2 level exams in the Greek primary school and specifically in the ‘all day’ school programme. The motivation for this study springs from the primary school EFL teachers’ dissatisfaction with their students’ low levels of motivation in English lessons in school. Students’ lack of motivation is primarily due to the fact that the content of the English lesson does not correspond to their actual level of language proficiency; it is actually less demanding than it should be since the majority of students attend private language centers (frontistiria). As most students attend courses at private institutions with a view to obtaining language certificates, bridging the gap between the primary school and the learners’ need for formal certification is expected to increase students’ motivation and enhance the status of English as a subject at school. Thus, the present study aims at examining the feasibility of integrating an exam preparation course for the KPG A1/A2 level exam within the context of the primary school all day programme, as well as  providing English teachers with an exam syllabus for the preparation of primary school students for the A level KPG exams.

For the purposes of this study, the national school curriculum and the KPG exam specifications were analyzed contrastively with a view to ensuring the compatibility of the two documents and the feasibility of such an attempt. A questionnaire study was also conducted to investigate the teachers’ opinions about the possibility and need of including preparation for the KPG A level integrated exam in the English classes of the ‘all day’ school programme. The findings of such this investigation indicated that the majority of the teachers who participated believe that their students tend to be de-motivated. Moreover, they claim that the Greek primary school should cater for the learners’ need for formal language certification. The findings of the study were also exploited in the design of an exam syllabus (i.e. for the duration of the school year) to be implemented in the ‘all day’ school with the aim to prepare fifth and sixth grade students for the A level KPG exams. The syllabus suggested focuses on the development of test-taking strategies, and especially test wiseness strategies, that could enhance the candidates’ performance in the exam. As learners are assumed to develop their linguistic competence in the morning classes of primary school, the present exam preparation syllabus aims at developing their strategic competence, that is, the learners’ testing intelligence. Additionally, its purpose is to help them become acquainted with testing situations from an early age.
However, it is of great importance to familiarize teachers, parents and students with the KPG exams and raise their awareness about its advantages for the successful achievement of this venture. A prerequisite of course, is that teachers should also be adequately trained for the implementation of an exam course, like the one proposed in the present dissertation, in primary schools.
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